Autumn TERM 2014
This TERM we are focusing on:
TRANSPORT

BIO-DIVERSITY

Waste

TRANSPORT:

 Did you know:
 Car use in Britain is at an all time high.
 24% of all car journeys are less than 2 miles and 58% are less than 3 miles.
 When travelling the car is used for 81% of journeys compared to 3% walking
and 0.5 % cycling.
 An average car journey to school creates more than 2kg of CO2 per journey. So, being driven to
school and back in a year equals 780kg of CO2
 A tree will absorb approximately 900kg of CO2 in it’s lifetime (based on an average of 100 years).
So to offset the carbon footprint of the car journey to school you need to plant one tree, per car,
per year!
 Do you get in a car when you could walk, cycle, or take public transport?
 Walking and cycling are good for your health as well as the environment!
 Could you use the car less at home too?
 Can you think of when you could walk or cycle instead of using the car at weekends or in the school
holidays?
 At Mitsubishi Electric we are having a Car Free Day as part of our next Carbon Saving
 Could you have a travel to school car free day?
 Can you think of different ways to travel to school?

BIO-DIVERSITY:

 At Mitsubishi Electric we have grown a wild flower meadow and added two beehives. These are now
producing honey that we sell to staff and use in our staff restaurant.
 Some facts about Bees:
 Only female honey bees sting
 A worker bee can fly as far as 3 miles from the hive
 A worker bee will work so hard that it only lives for about 3 weeks
 Eating locally produced honey can help stop hay fever
 More than 20 species of bees are already extinct
 Could your school have a wild flower area and maybe add a bug hotel?
 Even in the Autumn you can start to clear your wild flower area ready for planting
 Some seeds need the winter cold to help them grow. Others could be grown indoors ready for
planting out in the spring.
 Why not add a bug hotel?
 Why not get ready to take part in the Great British Bee Count next year (June to August)
 Set up a Bee & Bee home for bees

Introducing the bees to their hive at Mitsubishi Electric

WASTE:

 Did you know that 19th August 2014 was Earth Overshoot Day?
 This means that in less than 8 months we have used up all the natural resources that the earth can
create in one year! After this day we are using more than the planet can provide in a year.
 In 1961 we used ¾ of the earths natural resources in a year, now we use 1 ½ times a year!
 How can we help make the resources last longer?
 Can you reuse things in your classroom instead of throwing them away?
 Do you have a scrap paper pile for paper that you can still use one side of?
 Think before you print – do you really need it?
 Do you have recycle bins in your classroom?
 Can you make a list of things you use in your classroom that can be recycled?

Autumn TERM 2014
TEACHERS HINTS:

TRANSPORT:

 Can the children make a list of all the times they get in a car during a week and where they travel to.
 Use this information to discuss if they could walk, or cycle instead
 Can they think of other ways they could travel instead of using the car?

BIO-DIVERSITY:

 Information on the Great British Bee Count - http://greatbritishbeecount.co.uk/about.php
 There are also lots of websites with help and advice for creating a wildflower meadow and bug hotels

WASTE:

 Can the children record what they throw away in the classroom and then decide if the items can be recycled?
 Paper is one of the biggest waste items from schools. Can the children think of ways to reduce the amount of waste paper?
 Could they think of a slogan to make them ‘think before you print’
 Information on World Overshoot day - http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/earth_overshoot_day/

